SEENAERY: EPHRA” IE7E” dral AT mASieFE
Perception as Generation: A Predictive Coding Interpretation

of Wang Yangming’s “This Flower” Proposition
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Perception as Generation: A Predictive Coding Interpretation

of Wang Yangming’s “This Flower” Proposition

Abstract: Wang Yangming’s “this flower” proposition from the Chuanzilu — “Be-

fore you look at these flowers, they and your mind are both in a state of silent



vacancy; as you come to look at them, their colors at once show up clearly” — has
long been subject to two opposing misreadings: either assimilated to Berkeleyan
subjective idealism, or treated as a mystical intuition beyond the reach of philo-
sophical analysis. This paper argues that both misreadings stem from a common
error: interpreting the proposition as an ontological claim about the existence of
flowers, thereby obscuring its genuine epistemological core, namely that the man-
ifestation of perceptual objects depends on the mind’s active generative activity
rather than on a unidirectional projection from the external world onto the mind.
Drawing on Andy Clark’s (2013) predictive coding theory, this paper demonstrates
a systematic structural isomorphism between Wang Yangming’s proposition and the
predictive coding framework at the level of perceptual mechanism: the mind corre-
sponds to the generative model; “silent vacancy” corresponds to the resting state of
the generative system; sensory contact corresponds to the triggering of prediction
error; and “colors showing up clearly” corresponds to the stabilization of percep-
tual representation upon prediction error minimization. The paper also honestly
addresses the genuine differences between the two frameworks — in particular, the
fundamental divergence between the innate normativity of liangzhi and the fallible,
learnable generative model — and precisely delimits the scope of the proposed iso-
morphism. The central thesis is that Wang Yangming’s “this flower” proposition
describes a perceptual generative mechanism that is coherent and precise within the
framework of contemporary cognitive science, revealing an independent convergence

of two traditions upon the same deep structure of perceptual theory.

Key words: Wang Yangming; “this flower” proposition; predictive coding; gener-

ative model; theory of perception; comparative philosophy
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AV, B Ak A QAT 5 A R GE A L B P2 AT AR R P A T
HNER ST —— AL oy LS T ARG T e BT RGBS R K R X — E
JEUASE PEAR SRR B T FH B f IR 19 2 — PR AR RHAHESE T Bl T ELURS
BRI GE AE AL TTE AR T S B RS o

BIAHIASR : LA RMTENE IR SEBAR A AR B S 224
28, WX R R ST N o X 4R 2100, AL IE 2
TN G A ERE AR AN R B GIe ARNX—TA, A@ XS BRI 2R A, T2 e
EHELRAS B RFE I B

6 Zit

ASCUAT PRI MeAe” a3, DTN Zm S HE o) EEBHESE . 183IE T
ARG AL A LA R T B SR A IC R o

X YA R EI T B, I SORMEE, K AR e R
DB AR = SCRY PR RS A o, IR DGR ROD: RIGEX R A 2 LK
ORI A TIARSMA T FERH DR B B85 HR, B 1 A g g BT Y
RO ——A U PR 2SS el MR B ——fa s HX R A AR
ZNER: ARSI DN e v SRS P AN Y TR | B R S R e PN
HAY BRI o AEICEERN L, SRV RGBIE | A AOZEANT L aOXS 7 A s
R, 7 TR X ARGEEE, 7 ARE R X MR S A, 7 B R e
AL oS I PN 15 22 F /M S RN Ve AR A BRI, /ORI AR BRI AL
HEHr. fJm . BITIMIHIE 1 RAREA: RAHCRMTEE . e R SE
BARIA LA SGETEIE LA R RAHESE , PRI — AR R R S Va2

6.1 XJPREAFARAIEX

XU LT R AR S, BT R 7 SR ORIRTES
SRR AL A, A R B R S DASKRE O S5 ] -0 = SRl E M ME L
IR, 7 B —RT B sk ” AR X, AR FIHAEE, e —14
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HAATE WA FIRLEALTE R AR B ——3X— BB PH B i AR AR 4 e
HHE RS T AT B T R

R, AR SREA AT 2R 2 (Chan 2025; Frisina 2022) J¥
JCEAN e WSS EAL R T BHIOE 5 YA R 2 2 8 24 JE T B IR E 2L,
W ALFEFEI : DA AR A HESARE PR 27, N2 IE g b, 2R
AL IR I o

6.2 JTAMMFLTFHEX

MINRIRZ A AR . AR SCHIBIE R s 7 — MERTE R Dy s =558 1l
J WS TR AR VY5 B GE N At A O I Wo——RI 552 FR N T AN Ak T
AR b 0T A Y e AR A R 2 Y 2o A, T2 A SRS —4
Froe B, AR S g 1 S ORI RO TE 5 S22 FHIIE A+
THZERY P, S R R A BN SV RS, Sl 2 T il 4w tg e
FE A BT LIRS R B R AL o

X" PSS A ER IR AT AN e MRS BN SE.
FAANRT 5 B AR, AT R 5 BRGR I  Sr A SR AR PR R R 254, X R8sl
ARG SR Z IR S BMEIE—— B £, XSS R, 2R
RA T WP R BN, MA@ sl T A4

6.3 FFmTEE] R

ASCHIBUEFT T T A AR PR R T T o

FEFRBIT 2 NER, 7 A4 AENBHIME TR RO S M, S22
R TIN5 22 foe/ MU AR Z TR AR AR XS B R R——" 1" S & S3O2” 2
T, BRI B 1Y) RS, XA ER T L3R (active
inference) FHAEMIIA T BTHEEAT N ARSI ARV IS RE . 1K XS R PR ARIE IR

FERSERISE
HAh, ASCRAET AT GERHE RSB . BT — R
TR S Al A2 —— W I R RGO s 3

JBIR . X S TR PR 6 TS B (precision) STERAII I
2R A ARSI, R — MR E 1A
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